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Figure I : Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per 
capita, average 1995-1997, NUTS 2 
According to the most recent estimates, for the period 1995 to 1997, average 
per capita GDP in purchasing power standards (PPS) in 50 of the 211 
NUTS-2 regions of the European Union was below 75% of the EU average of 
18 463 PPS. Per capita GDP varied between 7 946 PPS (43% of the EU 
average) for the Greek region of Ipeiros and 42 351 PPS (229% of the EU 
average) for Inner London in the United Kingdom. For the first time these 
estimates are based on the new European System of Accounts, ESA95. 
Major regional differences in per capita 
GDP 
According to the latest estimates of regional per capita 
GDP (in PPS) for the period 1995 to 1997, the average 
for these three years in the 211 regions observed 
ranged between 7 946 PPS in the Greek region of 
Ipeiros and 42 351 PPS in Inner London. This means 
that the figures for the regions with the lowest and 
highest per capita GDP differed by a factor of five: 43% 
and 229% respectively of the EU average of 
18 463 PPS. 
If we disregard the four French overseas départements 
(which we shall do from now on because of the absence 
of recent data), per capita GDP in Ipeiros was well 
below that in any other region. The second-lowest 
average for the three years was 9 200 PPS (50% of the 
EU average) in the Portuguese region of Açores. 
Regions with a similar low per capita GDP were Voreio 
Aigaio in Greece and Extremadura in Spain (51% and 
54% of the EU average respectively). 
During the period under review, there were 46 other 
regions whose per capita GDP (in PPS) was below 75% 
of the EU average, including twelve of the thirteen 
Greek regions and six of Portugal's seven. The figure 
for one Spanish region, Asturias, was near to the 75% 
threshold, while in Portugal, the figure for Lisboa e Vale 
do Tejo was well above it. The other regions were 
mainly in Germany (eight in the new Bundesländer, but 
not including East Berlin), Spain (7) and Italy (six, all in 
the south). There was one in Austria (Burgenland), one 
in Ireland (Border, Midland and Western), one in Finland 
(Itae-Suomi), and four in the United Kingdom (Cornwall 
& Isles of Scilly, West Wales & The Valleys, 
Merseyside, and South Yorkshire). 
In 1996, 68 million people lived in these 46 regions, 
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Table 1: The regions of the EU with the highest/lowest GDP 
per capita (in PPS), average 1995 to 1997 
(') without French overseas department 
Inner London is the region with by far the highest per 
capita GDP over the three-year period. Regions such as 
Hamburg, Darmstadt and Oberbayern in Germany, the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Belgium capital 
Bruxelles or Wien in Austria are some way behind, 
although none of them is below 160% of the EU 
average (see Table 1). Commuter flows are significant 
factors in all of these regions except Darmstadt, which 
includes Frankfurt am Main. (See also the 
methodological notes at the end). 
Major differences within Member States 
In six of the 13 Member States with NUTS-2 regions, 
the highest average regional per capita GDP for the 
period 1995 to 1997 was double the lowest. Examples 
include Belgium (Bruxelles: 170% of the EU average, 
Hainaut: 80%), France (lle-de-France: 156%, 
Languedoc-Roussillon: 77%), Italy (Lombardia: 133%, 
Calabria: 60%) and Austria (Wien: 166%, Burgenland: 
71%). There were, however, two countries with much 
more pronounced regional differences (Germany and 
the United Kingdom). In Sweden, the lowest and highest 
figures (93% in Östra Mellansverige and 123% in 
Stockholm) did not differ very greatly. 
In Germany, the value for Hamburg (198%) was more 
than three times higher of the value for Chemnitz: 61%. 
If we disregard Inner London, as it is a special case, 
and take the region with the second-highest figure 
(125%, in North Eastern Scotland), the United Kingdom 
is no different to most other Member States. This effect 
is absent in Germany, where the figure for the District of 
Darmstadt (167%) is not far below that for Hamburg 
(198%). 
Statistics in focus — Theme 1 — 1/2000 eurostat 
Some three-year averages are very different from the figures for 1997 
If we compare the averages for the period 1995-1997 was below the 1997 figure, which suggests it paints too 
with the figures for 1997, we see that the three-year negative a picture of the latest developments. There 
averages do not always accurately reflect the latest were much bigger differences here (up to 7 percentage 
situation. In 55 of the regions observed, the difference points). Again, it is interesting to note that these regions 
between the two was 2 percentage points or more. In 9 are concentrated in one Member State: no fewer than 
of these 55, the average value was above the figure for 31 of the 46 regions were in the United Kingdom, and in 
1997, which indicates that economic growth in these Hampshire & Isle of Wight, and in Gloucestershire, 
regions was lagging behind the EU average. It is striking Wiltshire & North Somerset, the figures for 1997 differed 
that all of the regions concerned, apart from two most from the three-year averages in the United 
German regions, Berlin (2.6 percentage points) and Kingdom (by 5.9 and 5.8 percentage points 
Saarland (2.1 percentage points), are situated in France respectively). It should be pointed out that both Irish 
(including the region with the highest value: lle-de- regions are represented in this group, where Southern 
France with 3.4 percentage points). and Eastern has the biggest difference of all the regions 
(7 percentage points). 
In the other 46 regions, the average for the three years 
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
1. Estimation procedure 
National GDP data are provided by the national statistical offices in accordance with the rules of the European System of Accounts (ESA95). 
National figures are divided up between the regions according to regional shares of national gross value added, in principle at factor cost but in 
some Member States market prices have to be used. In some cases the regional structures are still based on ESA79. This inconsistency will 
disappear soon as all Member States will provide regional figures according to ESA95. 
Estimates of GDP are generally based on the structures of gross value added at factor cost for the respective years. However, these data were 
not available for all Member States and regions at the time of calculation. In such cases, it is assumed that the regional structure was 
unchanged. 
2. interpreting the data 
GDP and thus per capita GDP are indicators of a country's or region's output and are thus a way of measuring and comparing the degree of 
economic development of countries or regions. It should be borne in mind that GDP is not synonymous with the income ultimately available to 
private households resident in a country or region. GDP or per capita GDP cannot therefore be used to make statements such as "Region A is 
more prosperous than region B". 
Commuter flows distort comparisons between countries - and particularly regions - in terms of per capita GDP. Some well-known examples 
include Luxembourg, city-states such as Hamburg, Bremen and Wien, and the Province of Flevoland in the Netherlands. In the case of city-
states, net commuter arrivals generally mean that production in these regions is higher than would be possible with the resident working 
population. Consequently, per capita GDP tends to overstate productivity in these regions and understate that in the regions where the 
commuters live. One example of this is Flevoland, many of whose inhabitants are employed elsewhere. 
Per capita GDP is also affected by population structure. All other things being equal, regions with a relatively high share of non-working age 
population - children, pupils/students, retired or with high unemployment - have lower per capita GDPs than regions with relatively low shares of 
such population groups. The conversion to PPS is based on national purchasing power parities. 
The information used to produce these GDP figures are subject to updating as new data are made available to Eurostat. 
3. Notes on the tables 
When analysing the tables, the reader should bear in mind the following: 
- Because of the particular way in which PPS are worked out, the sum of GDP values in PPS for all regions does not tally with the corresponding 
value for EU-15. 
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Region 
EU-15 
EMU (EUR11) European Monetary Uniort 
BELGIQUE-BELGIE 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 2 : Gross domestic product and derived indicators for the regions of the European Union 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(') Data for 1994 
Table 2 : Gross domestic product and derived indicators for the regions of the European Union 
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Region 
IRELAND 
BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 2 : Gross domestic product and derived indicators for the regions of the European Union 





















TEES VALLEY & DURHAM 
NORTHUMBERLAND AND TYNE & WEAR 






YORKSHIRE & THE H UM BER 





DERBYSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
LEICESTERSHIRE, RUTLAND & NORTHANTS 
LINCOLNSHIRE 
WEST MIDLANDS 
HEREFORDSHIRE, WORCESTERSHIRE & WARKS 










BERKSHIRE, BUCKS & OXFORDSHIRE 
SURREY, EAST & WEST SUSSEX 




DORSET & SOMERSET 
CORNWALL & ISLES OF SCILLY 
DEVON 
WALES 
WEST WALES & THE VALLEYS 
EAST WALES 
SCOTLAND 
NORTH EASTERN SCOTLAND 
EASTERN SCOTLAND 
SOUTH WESTERN SCOTLAND 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 2 : Gross domestic product and derived indicators for the regions of the European Union 
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Eurostat Data Shop 
Via Fieno 3 
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Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg 
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L-2014 LUXEMBOURG 
4, rue A. Weicker 
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Tel. (352) 43 35 22 51 
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E-Mal: dslux@eurostat.datashop.lu 
S U O M I / F I N L A N D S V E R I G E 
Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki 
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STATISTICS SWEDEN 
Information service 
Eurostat Data Shop 
Karlavägen 100 - Box 24 300 
S-104 51 STOCKHOLM 
Tel. (46-8) 50 69 48 01 
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STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 
Eurostat Data Shop Berlin 
Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72 
D-10178 BERLIN 
Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28 
Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30 
E-Mail: 
datashop@statjsrik-bund.de 
INE Eurostat Data Shop 
Paseo de la Castellana, 183 
Oficina 009 
Entrada por Estèbanez Calderón 
E-28046 MADRID 
Tel. (34-91) 583 91 67 
Fax (34-91 ) 579 71 20 
E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es 
INSEE Info Service 
Eurostat Data Shop 
195. rue de Bercy 
Tour Gamma A 
F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 
Tel. (33-1) 5317 88 44 
Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22 
E-Mail: datashop@insee.fr 
ISTAT 
Centro di Informazione Statistica 
Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop 
Via Cesare Balbo, 11a 
1-00184 ROMA 
Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 02/06 
Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 01/07 
E-Mail: dipdiff@istat.it 
NEDERLAND NORGE PORTUGAL S C H W E I Z / S U I S S E / S V I Z Z E R A 
STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 
Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg 
po box 4000 
2270 JM VOORBURG 
Nederland 
Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00 
Fax (31-70) 337 59 84 
E-Mail: datashop@cbs.nl 
Statistics Norway 
Library and Information Centre 
Eurostat Data Shop 
Kongens gate 6 
P. b. 8131, dep. 
N-0033 OSLO 
Tel. (47-22) 86 46 43 
Fax (47-22) 86 45 04 
E-Mail: datashop@ssb.no 
Eurostat Data Shop Usboa 
INE/Serviço de Difusão 
Av. António José de Almeida. 
P-1000-043 LISBOA 
Tel. (351-21)842 6100 
Fax (351-21) 842 63 64 
E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt 
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Eurostat Data Shop 
Enquiries & advice and 
publications 
Office for National Statistics 
Customers & Electronic Services Unit 
1 Drummond Gate-B1/05 
UK-LONDON SW1V2QQ 
Tel. (44-171)533 56 76 
Fax (44-1633) 812 762 
E-Mail: eurostat.datashop@ons.gov.uk 
Eurostat Data Shop 
Electronic Data Extractions, 
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Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre 
University of Durham 
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